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LONDON MCWI |

To

ANDREW M TCHELL, Esq.,

THE WALK HOUSE, ALLOA

My Dear Uncl e,

I n my undergraduate days, a residence in Gittingen during the Long
Vacation of 1874 was a critical point inny life. Then for the first
time, under the tuition of Professor THEODORE BENFEY, | cane into
cl ose

relations with a great scholar of the nodern type, and gai ned sone

I nsight into nodern nethods of literary investigation; and ny thoughts
have ever since turned towards the border |ands between European and

Asiatic civilisation. That visit, |like many other things, | owe to
you,

and now | send you the result, such as it is, the best that | can do,
asking that you will allowit to go forth wth your nane attached to
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it.

| remain al ways, your affectionate nephew,

WLLI AM M TCHELL RANMSAY.

King' s col | ege, Aberdeen,

17t h Sept enber, 1895

PREFACE

VWHEN | was honoured by the invitation of Auburn Theol ogi cal Sem nary,

I

referred the matter to ny friends, Dr. Fairbairn and Dr. Sanday, who
knew what were ny circunstances and other duties. On their advice the
invitation was accepted; and it included the condition that the

| ectures

must be published. 1In revising the printed sheets |I have felt
strongly

the inperfections of the exposition; but | can feel no doubt about the
facts thensel ves, which seemto stand out so clear and distance, that
one has only to |l ook and wite. Hence | have not w thdrawn from any
of

the positions maintained in nmy Church in the Roman Enpire before 170
(apart fromincidental inperfections). The present work is founded on
the results for which evidence is there accunul ated; but, in place of
its neutral tone, a definite theory about the conposition of Acts is
here mai ntained (see p.383 f.). Many references were nmade, at first,
to

pages of that work, and of ny Cities and Bi shoprics of Phrygia (1895),
where views here assuned were expl ai ned and defended; but they had an
egoti stic appearance, and , on the advice of a valued friend, have
been

cut out fromthe proof-sheets.

| use in Acts the canons of interpretation which | have | earned from
many teachers (beyond all others from Momsen) to apply to history;
and

| have | ooked at Paul and Luke as nmen anong nen. M/ aim has been to
state the facts of Paul's life sinply, avoiding argunent and
controver sy

so far as was possible in a subject where every point is controverted.
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| have sonetinmes thought of a supplenentary vol une of El ucidations of
Early Christian Hi story, in which reasons should be stated nore fully.

It is inpossible to find anything to say about Acts that has not been
said before by sonebody. Doubtless al nost everything I have to say

m ght be supported by sone quotation. But if a history of opinion
about

Acts had been desired, | should not have been applied to. Were |I was
consci ous of having | earned any special point from any speci al

schol ar |

have nentioned his nane; but that, of course does not exhaust half ny
debt. The interpretation of one of the great ancient authors is a

| ong

sl ow growt h; one is not conscious where he | earned nost of his ideas;
and, if he were, their genesis is a matter of no interest or value to
others. Not nerely the witers quoted, but also Schurer, Meyer-Wndt,
Zockl er, Holtzmann, Clenen, Spitta, Zeller, Everett, Paley, Page, and
many ot hers, have taught ne; and | thankfully acknow edge ny debt.

But

specially Lightfoot, Lewin's Fatsi Sacri, and the two greatest editors
of Acts, Wetstein and Bl ass, have been constant conpani ons.

Di scussions with my wife, and with nmy friends, Professor W P.
Pat er son,

Rev. A F. Findlay, and above all, Prof. Rendel Harris, have cleared
ny ideas on many points, beyond what can be distinctly specified. The
book has been greatly inproved by criticisns fromProf. Rendel

Harris,

and by many notes and suggestions from Rev. A C. Headlam which were
of great value to ne. M A Souter, Caius College, Canbridge, has

ai ded

me in many ways, and especially by conpiling Index I. But it would be
vain to try to enunerate all ny obligations to nmany friends.

| wish to nention two facts about the genesis of ny studies in this
subject: (1) Dr. Fairbairn proposed to ne the subject of "St. Paul
as

a Gtizen"long ago; and | long shrank fromit as too great and too
difficult; (2) Dr. Robertson N coll (mndful of early acquaintance in
Aberdeen) urged ne in 1884 to wite, and gave ne no peace, until |
published a first article ,Expositor, Cct., 1888.

An apology is due for the variations, often harsh, fromthe famliar
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translation of Acts; but a little insertion or change often saved a
par agr aph.

Lectures which I had the honour to give before the Harvard University,
Johns Hopkins University (the Levering Lectures), and Union Sem nary,
New York, are worked up in this vol une.

ABERDEEN, 23rd Septenber, 1895
PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDI TI ON

THERE are many sentences and paragraphs which | should have liked to
rewite, had it been possible, not in order to alter the views
expressed, but to inprove the inadequate expression.

In the new edition, however, it was not possible to introduce any
alterations affecting the arrangenent of the printed |lines; but sone
corrections and i nprovenents have been nmade through the aid of val ued
correspondents and critics, especially Rev. F. Warburton Lew s, Rev.
G W Witaker, and the Athenaeumreviewer. Slight, but not

i nsignificant verbal changes have been nade in p. 18, 1. 8, 10, 11,
19, 1. 10; 27, 1. 14; 34, 1. 8; 62, 1. 15; 98, 1. 16; 1455, 1.

S,
146, 1. 6-7; 211, 1. 11; 224, 1. 6; 227, 1. 3; 242, 1. 31; 263,
1.

12; 276, 1. 27; 282, 1. 1(footnote deleted); 307 n. 2 (Matt. XXVII
24, added); 330 1. 13-14; 363, 1. 5. The punctuation has been

i nproved in p. 28, 1. 19, 21; and anobscure paragraph p. 160, 1.
10-

17 has been rewitten.

Besi des correcting p. 141, 1. 9, | nust apol ogise for having there
mentioned Dr. Chase incorrectly. | intended to cut out his nane from
the proof, but left it by accident, while hesitating between two
corrections; and | did not know that it remained on that page, till he

wote ne on the subject. On p. 27, 1. 14, | quoted his opinion
about

the solitary point on which we seemto agree; but, as he wites that
ny

expressi on "makes hi mresponsi bl e for what he has never maintained,"lI
have del eted the of fending words. He adds, "may | very earnestly ask,
i f your work reaches a second edition, that, if you refer to nme, you
will give in sone conspicuous place a reference to ny papers in the
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Expositor, that those interested in the subject may have the chance of
seeing what | have really said."See "The Galatia of the

Act s, "Exposi tor,

Dec., 1893, and May, 1894 the title shows deficient geographical
accuracy on the part of ny distingui shed opponent, for Luke never
mentions "Gl atia,"but only "the Galatic Territory,"and there |ies one
of the fine points of the problem After finishing the Church in the
Roman Enpire before 170, | had no thought of troubling the world with
anything further on this subject; but Dr. Chase's criticismroused ne
to renewed work, and then cane the Auburn invitation. Wth the

Gal ati an

guestion the date and authorship of Acts are bound up: the nore |

st udy,

the nore clearly | see that it is inpossible to reconcile the "North-
Gal atian theory"with the first-century origin and Lukan aut horship of
Acts: that theory involves so many incongruities and inconsistencies,
as

to force a cool intellect to the viewthat Acts is not a trustworthy
contenporary authority. But, on the "South-Gal atian theory, "t he book
opens to us a fresh chapter in the history and geography of Asia M nor
during the first century.

The formof Index Il was suggested, and the details were collected in
great part by Rev. F. Warburton Lewis (fornerly of Mansfield
Col | ege),

and Indices IIl and IV were conpiled, amd the pressure of his own

onerous duties, by Rev. F. WIfrid Gsborn, Vice-Principal of the
Epi scopal Col |l ege, Edin burgh; and ny warnest gratitude is due for
their

vol untary and val uabl e hel p.

| add notes on sone contested points.

1. Reading the Agricola berfore a college class in 1893-4, | drew a
paral l el between its nethod and that of Luke in respect of careful
attention to order of events, and inattention to the stating of the

| apse of time; but in each case know edge acquired from ot her sources,
and attention to the author's order and nethod, enable us to fix the
chronol ogy with great accuracy; on p. 18 ny lecture on this topic is
summari zed in a sentence.

2. The chronol ogy established in this book is confirmed by the
statenent in an oration falsely ascribed to Chrysostom (Vol. VIII, p.
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621, Paris, 1836), that Paul served God thirty-five years and di ed at
the age of sixty-eight. As there can be little doubt that his
mar t yr dom

t ook place about A D. 67 this fourth century authority (which bears

t he

stanp of truth inits nmatter-of fact sinplicity) proves that he was
converted in 33 A. D., as wee have deduced fromthe statenents of Luke
and Paul (p. 376, and ny article in Expositor, My, 1896). |f Paul

di ed

in the year beginning 23rd Sept., 67, his birth was in 1 A D. (before
23rd Sept.). Now he evidently began public life after the Crucifixion,
but before the death of Stephen; and he would naturally cone before

t he

public in the course of his thirtieth year; therefore his birth falls
| ater than Passover A D. 1.

3. The punctuation of Gl. |1 1-4, for which an argunent was
advanced

i n Expositor, July, 1895, p. 105 ff., is assunmed in the free
translation on p. 55. The viewtaken ny ne of Gal. Il 1-14 is

controverted by the high authority of Dr. Sanday in Expositor, Feb.,
1896, and defended March, 1896. M Vernon Bartlet infornms ne that
Zhan

dates Gal. Il 11-14 between Acts Xl 25 and XV 4 (as | do, p. 160),
see Neue Kirchl. zZft., 1894, p. 435 f.

4. The phrase "the God"(p. 118, 1. 5) refers, of course to v. 15.

5. Wiile grateful for the publication of such essays by Lightfoot as
that quoted on p. 199, | cannot hold that great scholar (of whose
spirit in investigation | should be satisfied if | dared hope to have
caught a little) responsible for themin the same way as for works
publ i shed by hinself. (1) H's |lectures were not witten out, but in
great part spoken, and the notes taken by pupils are not a sufficient
basis: a slight verbal change in the hurry of witing often seriously
nodifies the force of a lecturer's statenent: noreover a speaker
trusts

to tone for many effects, which it requires careful study to express
in

witten words. (2) Even those parts which were witten out by

hi nsel f,

belong to an early stage in his career, and were not revised by

hi nsel f
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in his maturity. (3) Awiter often materially inproves his work n

proof: | know that sone changes were nmade on the proofs even of the
| gnatius, his maturest work. Hencethe reader finds pages in
Lightfoot's

finest style side by side with sonme paragraphs, which it is difficult
to

beli eve that he expressed in this exact form and inpossible to
bel i eve

t hat he woul d ever have allowed to go forth in print. The anal ogy
with

Acts |-V (see below, p. 370) is striking.

6. It seens to ne one of the strangest things that al nost all
interpreters reject the interpretation which Erasnus's cl ear sense
perceived to be necessary in XVl 22 (p. 217). Sone of the many
difficulties involved in the interpretation that the praetors rent the
cl othes of Paul and Silas are exposed by Spitta, Apostelgesch., p.
218

f. To discuss the subject properly would need a chapter. It is not
| npossible that the title "praetors”"nay have been even technically
accurate; but | have not ventured to go beyond the statenent that it
was

at | east enployed in courtesy.

7. The short paragraph about the poitarchs should be transferred from
p. 227 to p. 229, 1. 6 ff.

8. The fact that Paul's friends were permtted free access to himin
Ronme and Caesareis (Acts XXVIII 30 and XXIV 23) cannot be taken as a
proof of what would be the case in a convoy, which nust have been
governed with strict Roman discipline. The argunent on P. 315 f. is
consistent with the supposition that Julius |earned that the two
attendants of Paul were friends acting as slaves; but their presence
in

t he convoy was | egalized only under the guise of slavery.

9. M friend and former pupil, M. A A G Wight, sends ne a good
note on p. 329, confirmng the interpretation (adopted from Snmth) of
cal avsantes to; skeu' os fromthe practice of the herring boats in the
Moray Firth; these boats, fitted with a large lug-sail, are a good
parallels to the ancient sailing ships. In Paul's ship the sailors
"sl ackened the sail-tackle,"and thus | owered the yard sone way,

| eavi ng
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a low sail, which woul d exercise |l ess |everage on the hull (p. 328).
ABERDEEN, 25th March, 1896
PREFACE TO THE THI RD EDI Tl ON

| AMpartly glad, partly sorry, to have little change to make in this
edition-glad, because the words printed, however inadequate | feel

t hem

to be, have on the whole, stood the test of further thought and

gr ow ng

know edge-sorry, because so few of the faults which nust exist have
reveal ed thenselves to ne. On p. 275 a change is nade in an

| mport ant

detail. The follow ng notes are confirmatory of argunents in the
text: -

1. The exam nation of the devel opnment of Christianity in Phrygia,
contained in Chapters Xl and XVIl1 of ny GCties and Bi shoprics of
Phrygia (Part 11, 1897), shows that Christianity spread with marvel ous
rapidity at the end of the first and in the second century after

Chri st

in the parts of Phrygia that lay along the road from Pi sidian Anti och
to

Ephesus, and in the nei ghborhood of |conium whereas it did not becone
powerful in those parts of Phrygia that adjoined North Galatia till

t he

fourth century. Further, in a paper printed in Studia Biblica IV, |
have pointed out that Christianity seens to have hardly begun to
af f ect

the district of North Galatia which lies on the side of Phrygia until
the fourth century. The first parts of North Galatia to feel the

i nfl uence was so strong as in sone parts of Phrygia. These facts
obviously are fatal to the theory that St. Paul's Gl atian Churches
were founded in the part of North Galatia adjoining Phrygia.

2. Onp. 43, 1. 1, it should be stated nore clearly that Cornelius
was a " CGod-fearing"proselyte.

3. Onp. 46, 1. 12 ff., the limts are stated beyond which Paul's
work in the eight years (not ten), 35-43, was not carried; and the
rat her incautious words on p. 46, 1. 10, do not inply that he was
engaged in continuous work of preaching during that tinme. It is
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probabl e that quiet neditation and self-preparation filled
consi der abl e

part of these years. The words of XI 26 (conpare Luke Il 24) suggest
that he was in an obscure position, and Gal. | 23 perhaps descri bes
nmere occasional runors about a personage who was not at the tine

pl ayi ng

a promnent part as a preacher, as the Rev. C E. C. Lefroy points
out

to nme in an interesting letter (which pronpts this note). But the
facts,

when | ooked at in this way, bring out even nore strongly than ny

act ual

words do, that (as is urged on p. 46) Paul was not yet "fully
consci ous

of his mssion direct to the Nations, and that his work is rightly
regarded in Acts as beginning in Antioch.

4. On p. 212, as an additional exanple of the use of the aori st
participle, Rev. F. W Lewis quotes Heb. 11X 12, eijsh'lgen ejfavpax
eijs ta; a{fia, aijwnivan luvtrwsin eujravnenos, "entered and

obtai ned. "l add froma Phrygian inscription quoted in nmy Cties and
Bi shroprics of Phrygia, Part 11, 1897, p.790-

a[stesi dj ejn polloi'sin ijgagenevwn |avce teima;s, |evifas kai;
kouvrous ouj de; n aj faurotevrous,

"He was presented with the freedomof many cities, and | eft sons as
good
as hinsel f."

5. P. 264. The safe passage of the Jewish pilgrinms fromthe west and
north sides of the Aegean to Jerusalemwas ensured by |letters of many
Roman officials, especially addressed to the cities of Cos and
Ephesus.

It is obvious that these cities lay on the line of the

pil grins' voyage;

and as the pilgrinms were the subject of so nuch correspondence they
must

have been nunerous, and pilgrimships nmust have sailed regularly at

t he

proper season.

6. P. 271. To illustrate the view that Paul used the School of
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Tyrannus in the forenoon and no later, M. A Souter quotes Augustine
Confess., VI, 11,18, anteneridianis horis discipuli occupant (of the
School of Rhetoric at Mlan), while the scholars were free in the

af ternoon, and Augustine considers that those free hours ought to be
devoted to religion.

7. | have changed p. 275, 1. 2 ff. The words of 2Cor. X 14;
X

1, would becone, certainly, nore |um nous and nore full of neaning if
t here had occurred an unrecorded visit of Paul to Corinth. The only
time that is open for such a visit is (as Rev. F. W Lew s suggests)
after he left Ephesus and went to Troas; and the bal ance of
probability

Is that such a visit was made, probably in March, 56 (as soon as the
sailing season began), by ship fromPhilippi. The paragraph, XX, 1-4,
I s confessedly obscure and badly expressed; and it is probable that,

i f

t he book had been carried to its final stage by the author, both v. 4
woul d have been added between vv. 1land 2.

8. P. 341. M. Enslie Smth, Aberdeen, sends ne a val uabl e note,

t he

result of personal inspection of St. Paul's Bay, in which he

conpl etely

clears up the difficulty which I had to leave. It wll, | hope, form
t he subject of an early article in the Expositor.

9. P. 389, note 2. Wth the words of Eusebius conpare the exactly
paral l el expression of Aristides, Sebh'ros twn ajpo; th's a[nwgen
Frugivas (Vol. 1, p. 505 ed. D nd.), which neans that this Ronman
of ficer belonged to a Jewish famly connected with Upper Phrygia (and
al so, as we know from other sources, with Ancyra in Galatia), but
certainly does not inply that he was Phrygian by birth or training.

| t

Is practically certain that a Roman consul, with a career like that of
Severus, nust, at the period when he flourisheed, have been educated
nearer to Rone, and probably in the netropolis. The scion of a
Phrygi an

famly, growing up am d Phrygian surroundings in the early part of the
second century, would not have been admtted to the Roman senatori al
career, as Severus was in his youth. Hs famly, while retaining its
Phrygi an connection, had settled amd strictly Roman surroundi ngs; and
its wealth and influence procured for the heir imediate entry into
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t he

hi ghest career open to a Ronan. The quotation from Aristides shows

t hat

the interpretation of Eusebius's expression given on p. 389 is on the
right lines. The history of Severus's famly in Asia Mnor is

sket ched

in Cities and Bi shoprics of Phrygia, Pt. Il, p. 649 f.

CHAPTER |
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

1. TRUSTWORTHI NESS. The aimof our work is to treat its subject as a
departnment of history and of literature. Christianity was not nerely
a

religion, but also, a systemof life and action; and its introduction
by

Paul am d the society of the Roman Enpire produced changes of

nmonment ous

consequence, which the historian nust study. Wat does the student of
Roman history find in the subject of our investigation? How would an
observant, educated, and unprejudiced citizen of the Roman Enpire have
regarded that new social force, that new phil osophical system if he
had

studied it with the eyes and the tenper of a nineteenth century

| nvesti gator?

As a prelimnary the historian of Rone nust nake up his m nd about the
trustworthiness of the authorities. Those which we shall use are: (1)
a

wor k of history comonly entitled the Acts of the Apostles (the title
does not originate fromthe author), (2) certain Epistles purporting
to

be witten by Paul. O the latter we make only slight and incidental
use; and probably even those who dispute their authenticity would
adm t

that the facts we use are trustworthy, as being the settled belief of
the Church at a very early period. It is, therefore, unnecessary to
touch on the authenticity of the Epistles; but the question as to the
date, the conposition, and the author of the Acts nust be discussed.

| f

the main position of this book is admtted, it will furnish a secure
basis for the Epistles to rest on.
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Wrks that profess to be historical are of various kinds and

t rustwort hy

in varying degrees. (1) There is the historical romance, which in a
framewor k of history interweaves an invented tale. Sone of the
Apocryphal tales of the Apostles are of this class, springing
apparently

froma desire to provide Christian substitutes for the popul ar
romances

of the period. (2) There is the | egend, in which popular fancy,
wor Ki ng

for generations, has surrounded a real person and real events wth
such

a mass of extraneous matter that the historical kernel is hardly

di scernible. Certain of the Apocryphal tales of the Apostles my

bel ong

to this class, and many of the Acta of martyrs and saints certainly
do.

(3) There is the history of the second or third rate, in which the
witer, either using good authorities carelessly and w thout judgnent,
or not possessing sufficiently detailed and correct authorities,

gi ves a

narrative of past events which is to a certain degree trustworthy, but
contains errors in facts and in the grouping and proportions, and

ti nges

the narrative of the past with the colour of his own tine. |In using
wor ks of this class the nodern student has to exercise his historical
tact, conparing the narrative with any other evidence that can be
obt ai ned from any source, and judgi ng whether the action attributed to
i ndividuals is conpatible with the possibilities of human nature. (4)
There is, finally, the historical work of the highest order, in which
a

writer commands excel |l ent neans of know edge either through personal
acquai ntance or through access to original authorities. and brings to
the treatnment of his subject genius, literary skill, and synpathetic
hi storical insight into human character and the novenent of events.
Such an author seizes the critical events, concentrates the reader's
attention on themby giving themfuller treatnent, touches nore
lightly

and briefly on the | ess inportant events, omts entirely a mass of

uni nportant details, and nmakes his work an artistic and idealised
picture of the progressive tendency of the period.
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